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made to academic bodies, viz. that they shall require under the section
none but such books as can be of value in academic libraries.
It must not be overlooked that this impost is exacted nowadays not
only in the case of books protected by the Act, but also of books which
enjoy no copyright and which obtain no advantage under it.
The publishers of Great Britain and Ireland feel very acutely the
injustice of the burden which they are singled out from all other
classes of the community to bear. They wish also to draw your lord-
ship's attention to the fact that, as is shown by the accompanying
table, in no other country are publishers so heavily burdened as in
this country.
Annexed to the Memorandum is the following table showing the
number of free copies necessary to registration under the copyright
laws of different countries:
Rumania, Spain, Italy, Turkey          ..        ..    three free copies
France, United States, Argentine, Portugal,
Mexico, Cuba, Netherlands, Monaco .. two free copies
Germany, Austria, Hungary, Belgium, Norway,
Denmark, Luxemburg, Sweden, Switzerland,
Russia, Japan           ...... .. no free copies
Times, 13 November, 1911, p. 3.
MEMORANDUM
ISSUED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE IN ANSWER TO THE PETITION
OF THE PUBLISHERS' ASSOCIATION
1.  The Publishers in their memorandum ignore the national im-
portance of preserving a record of the national literature. This must
be done automatically, or it will not be done at all. The one copy sent
to the British Museum is not sufficient; it is liable to destruction by
wear and tear, not to mention the risks of fire, mutilation, and theft.
Moreover it is to the advantage of students that there should be more
than one centre at which they can be sure of finding the books they
require. The right to claim books has been more and more regarded as
a right which in the public interest ought to be exercised. Consequent-
ly the collections now contained in the four Libraries are more com-
prehensive and representative of the literature of the country than
they would have been if the selection of books had been governed
merely by considerations of immediate practical utility- and the
Libraries have come to be in this respect of national importance. Very
strong arguments ought to be required before the abolition of these
conditions is even contemplated: no such arguments have been
brought forward.
2.  The inference from history is irrelevant and can hardly be meant
seriously. If the deposit of copies was in the seventeenth century con-
nected with the literary censorship, that connexion has so long ceased
that it is now not generally remembered. The utility of the present